
Literary Managers & Dramaturgs of the Americas
2019 Conference, Chicago, Illinois

Columbia College
June 20-June 22, 2019
Register at www.lmda.org

(Schedule Subject to Change)

Activity  Plenary Session Concurrent Session Papers/Presentations Off-Site Event ***Livestreamed via Howlround

THURSDAY, 6.20.2019
Location Session Room 1 Session Room 2 Session Room 3 Off-Site
9:00AM - 4:30PM REGISTRATION
9:00 AM - 10:00AM OPEN SPACE
9:30 - 10:00 AM WELCOME Welcome Remarks / Land Acknowledgement and 

Invocation*** 
10:00-11:30 AM PLENARY Keynote Performance The Yard and Discussion after
11:30 - 1:00 PM REGIONAL LUNCH Regional Lunches (Jacqueline 

Goldfinger) picnics encouraged
1:00 - 2:30 PM SESSIONS Playwrights Under the 

Radar ()***
Dramaturgy in the Stacks: The 
Results (Haviva C Avirom)

Negotiation and Dramaturgy:  A Hands-On 
Workshop (Scott Horstein)

2:30 - 2:45 PM 15 MIN BREAK
2:45 - 4:15 PM SESSIONS In Practice: Dramaturging 

New Work (Jeremy Stoller 
and Jackie Goldfinger)

ECD Event - Creative 
Crossings X Chicago 
(Caroline Snape / Rachel 
Levens)

“(Fe)male Caliban: Suniti Namjoshi’s 
‘Snapshots of Caliban’  and Performativity of 
Gender” (Madeleine A Buttitta); The World 
Is Your Stage:  How To Be More Than  Just 
Mere Players (Prince Duren); Drawing 
Outlines, Crossing Borders: Dramaturgy in 
India (Sarah Mariam); Portrayals of Suicide 
in 20th-century Drama (Luke Daniel White)

4:15 - 4:30 PM 15 MIN BREAK
4:30 - 5:30 PM PLENARY Chicago dramaturgs introduce city explorations  

(LaRonika Thomas)
DINNER BREAK

6:00 - 9:30 PM PERFORMANCE Optional Wine and Cheese Reception/Discussion and Performance of Too Heavy for your Pocket at TimeLine Theatre

https://lmda.org/2018-conference-register-now


FRIDAY, 6.21.19
Location Session Room 1 Session Room 2 Session Room 3 Off-Site
8:00am-12:00pm, 1:
00pm - 4:30pm

REGISTRATION

9:00 - 10:00 OPEN SPACE Performance: A study in 
languages and their 
influence in contemporary 
choreographic approach 
(Iris Lau)

Panel: It's not too "genre," you 
just can't program anything 
without a kitchen or a couch, 
you cowards: Or, Regional 
Theatre's unhealthy 
obsession with realism. (Todd 
Backus)

10:00 - 11:30AM PLENARY Hot Topics*** (Michael Chemers)
11:30 - 11:45PM 15 MIN BREAK
11:45 - 1:00PM SESSIONS

Facilitating Political 
Action through 
Shakespeare in the 
#Metoo Moment" (Janna 
Segal, Ari Calvano, and 
Hadley Kamminga-Peck)

A City of Contradictions: A 
Discussion with Chicago 
Theater Makers (Sara B.T. 
Thiel)

Mothers to storytellers divising self in the 
wake of Korea's Me Too (Jihye Kim); The 
New Practice of Psychodramaturgy: Offering 
theatre artists the resources of 
psychological context for their characters 
and narratives (Barbara Hort, Ph.D.); The 
Community Within: Navigating A Raisin in 
the Sun’s Racial Geography in Mount 
Vernon, OH (Yi-Lin Eli Chung); Using the 
New Play Exchange to Cross Borders 
(Gwydion Suilebhan)

1:00 - 2:30PM LUNCH Lunch with Lesssing (LaRonika 
Thomas) optional Uber/Lyft shared rides 
to Lessing Statue in Washington Park 

2:30- 3:45PM SESSIONS Crossing Borders with 
Theatrical Translation 
(Adam Versenyi)

Turning Dramaturgy into 
Dramatic Criticism (Regina 
Victor) I carry my borders within (Stella Majewsky)

3:45 - 4:00PM 15 MIN BREAK
4:00 - 5:15PM SESSIONS Talking Back: Counter-

narrative Dramaturgy and 
Post-Show Discussion 
(Lucas Garcia)

Making the Most of Grad 
School: Getting In and 
Beyond (Morgan Grambo) Improving Access to and the Experience of 

KCACTF (Janine Sobeck Knighton)
5:15 PM END OF DAY 

5:15-6:30 PM DINNER BREAK
6:30 - 9:00 PM PERFORMANCE Optional preshow discussion and viewing of the musical Six at Chicago Shakespeare Theatre

CONFERENCE BAR LMDA Meet-Up @ Conference Bar



SATURDAY, 6.22.19
Location Session Room 1 Session Room 2 Session Room 3 Off-Site
8:30 - 11:15AM REGISTRATION
8:45 - 10:15AM OPEN SPACE TimeLine Theatre: Case 

Study of A Dramaturgy 
Driven organization (L. 
Goetsch, M. Robinson)

Practical applications: anti-
harassment and bystander 
intervention (Jenna K 
Rodgers)

Dramaturgy Outside the Theatre: Building an 
Equity Design Lab at the University of 
Evansville (Diane Brewer)

10:15AM - 11:30AM PLENARY Chicago Theatre Activists on Crafting Change (Maren 
Robinson)

11:30 - 11:45 AM 15 MIN BREAK
11:45 - 1:15 PM SESSIONS

50 Years of Free Street: 
Learning from Chicago's 
Oldest Radical Theater 
(Chloe Johnston and 
Coya Paz)

Nothing short of pure 
imagination... (Lynn B. Poe)

Who can watch? Who can act?" Casting the 
Audience in Documentary Theatre (Lisa 
Aikman); Be the Street: the Ethics of Disrupting 
Town-Gown Borders in the Creation and 
Dramaturgy of a Community-Engaged Devised 
Performance Project (Ana Elena Puga); Beyond 
the Wall - binational collaboration at the 
US/Mexico border (Jess Kaufman)

1:15 - 2:15PM LUNCH
2:15 - 3:45PM SESSIONS How to moderate 

effectively, how to train 
your audience to give 
feedback AND how to be 
entertaining while doing 
all that!  (Amber 
Bradshaw)

Expect Respect: Storytelling 
and the Student Voice 
(Amanda Grace Ewing)

Weedy Nomad (Thomas Choinacky and 
Christopher Kennedy)

3:45 - 4:00PM 15 MIN BREAK
4:00 - 5:30PM PLENARY LMDA Annual General Meeting
5:30 - 7:00PM BREAK
7:00 - 10:00PM BANQUET LMDA Banquet at Ming Hin Restaurant

SUNDAY, 6.23.19
Sunday OPTIONAL EVENTS

Free Street Theatre 50 for 50


